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SYPASTOR

Whatadelight itwas toaccompany ten members of our Youth
Group (andthree otheradults) to Youth 2011 at Purdue University in
Indiana. 1was gettingalittle worried the day before our departure
since my flight from Detroitto Syracuse was cancelled (1was coming
back frommoving my daughter Marthaoutto Arizona). Fortunately
Iwasabletogetalate flightandarrived back in Clintonat4:30a.m.
inplenty of time for our 7a.m. departure! Afteranovernightstayin
Ohio, we arrived at Purdue to check in and begin what was to be a
fantastic four days with over 3500 United Methodist youthand adult
leaders. This was one of two events scheduled, the second, two
weeks later in Sacramento, CA. The theme for Youth 2011 was
“More Than,” such as this was more than worship, or more than a
concert, or morethanagathering. ltwasatimetoexploreanddeepen
one’sfaith, to expand one’s horizons and renew one’s commitment
toserving Christ.

Ouryouthfully participated inthe activitieswhichbeganearly in
the morning and wenttoaround midnight. The dayswere packed full
withsmallgroup LAB (one of whichwas led by Ally), Biblestudy, two
workshops, worship, eveningactivitiesand group time. Mealswere
atthe dormwhichwas seven-tenths of amile away fromthe meeting
halls butwe didn’tcomplain too much because we were inone of the
few air-conditioned dorms! During the brief breaks we had the
opportunity to wander through the exhibit halls and find out more
aboutvarious ministries that were available for youth. Some even
stopped by the college displays to learn more about some United
Methodist Schoolsaswell as loansand scholarships.

We metmany people fromaround the country butwere surprised
that we were the only church represented from the New York
Conference. Wewerealsothe only people from Connecticut. But
one thing we learned was that we were not alone! We joined with
thousands of other Christians in celebrating our call to discipleshipas
youth inthe United Methodist Church. We were not the smallestor
the largest group there but itdid not matter, we felt that we belonged
toonebig fellowshipin Christ.

Watching the group interact with one another and with other
participants reminded me of justhow special thisgroupis. Theyare
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accepting ofeach other, opentonewpeople, caring, playful, thoughtful,
spiritualand areal joyto bearound. Wewill missthose whoare going
offtocollege butare looking forwardtothe contributions of the newest
members. 1amso grateful for the leadership of Jilland Carolyn Hale
whomadethisall happen. Their continued commitmentto providing
aprogramandaspace for ouryouthinour congregation makesahuge
difference.

I hope we will have an opportunity to share personal reflections
and some pictures from Youth 2011 with the congregation soon. |
knowyouwillenjoyit! Shalom,

Pictured are our Youth Group members (minus Kaitlin Luft) at
Purdue University in Indiana with two of the band members from
“Philmont.” The band was one of the performers during the concert.
Ourgroupwas in front of the stage so Amandawas able to see from
herwheelchair. During the concert the lead singer (in black) knelt
down onthe stage and reached out to Amandawhile singing. Itwas
aspecial momentforall our youthand after the concertthey happened
to see themoutside. The band members spentafewmomentstalking
usand graciously agreed to have their picture taken with the group.

There were over 3,700 people at Youth 2011 in Purdue and
another 1,500 two weeks later in Sacramento, CA. Thiseventtakes
place every four years and is sponsored by the United Methodist
Board of Discipleship, Office of Young People’s Ministries. The
youthhopetohaveasupperandgiveareportofwhatthey experienced.
Needlessto say, itwasagreat trip!
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Sunday School for ages 3 to 103

Our churchschool will open on September 11 at 9 amwiththe
traditional pancake breakcast and introduction of teachers. Until
class numbers increase we are using the One Room Sunday
School material intwo rooms of the Kathy Fell Building for ages
3to 12! Thiscurriculum providesacomprehensive two-year Bible
overviewwitheveryday applicaions of Bible storiesand a variety
ofage-appropriate activities.

Grades K through 2 are in Room 203

Grades 3,4, and 5 meet in the Craft Room 205.

Middle and High School students meetin Room 201.

Adults meetonthe firstfloorin Room 103 and will be studying
the books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Esther and
Matthewthisfall. Lyle Cubberly isthe class leader.

Ifyouareinterested inteachingor helpingatany age level, please
contact GlennaBishop, 860-663-1325. Thank you.

Habitat for Humanity - New Haven

Our churchwill be working onahome on Wednesday, August
24.andwould like many volunteerstogoalong. Please signuponthe
sheetin Fellowship Halland Sally Cotter will letyou know regarding
car poolingarrangements.

Starvation in refugee camp

Ifyouwould like to contribute to effortsto provide food and life
tothose suffering inthe Hornof Africa, please justwrite “Africa” inthe
memo portion of your check and Carol, our treasurer will see that it
issenttothe correct Advance #at the United Methodist Committee
onRelief.

Itis the children and the elderly who die first, not having the
physical resourcesto carry them through. We, who have abundant
food, can be a part of the rescue and relief at this refugee camp.
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Church Council meeting

The Council isagathering of representative personswhodiscuss,
decide andvote ontherightthing todoandtherightwaytodoitand
to make vision-based decisions for the future of the church. The
August 10 meeting in Fellowship Hall at 7 pm has planned our fall
activitiesand ministries. Karin Thelin chaired the meeting as Chair
Beverly Joneshad justreturned fromvacation!

Other members of the Council are: M. Craig Fitzsimmons,
Pastor; Evelyn Scaglione, Secretary; Bob and Jill Hale, Mickey
Brown, Becky Hale Templeton, Dennis Dollahite, John Pope, Carol
Bell, Sue Alexander, Lyle Cubberly, Vera and Jack Smith, Tom
Symmes, GlennaBishop, Debbie Anderson, Sharon Minick, Rich
Desrosiersand Laurie Bell.

Whenthese are unabletoattend, they may send another member
oftheirboard or committee torepresentthem. All churchmembersare
invited to attend the meetings on the second Wednesday evening of
eachmonth, butwill have no voting privileges.

Church directory

There have been so many address changes, etc. thissummer that
we will probably print a new directory before the usual month of
October. If you have any changes or corrections including email
addresses, please call the office at 860-669-8396. Thank you very
much.

August book discussion

The Elegance of the Hedgehog, by Muriel Barbery, is a
moving, witty and redemptive novel, that exalts the quiet victories
of the inconspicuous persons among us. Itissetinan elegant
Parisian hotel with a cantankerous concierge and a precocious
12-year-old resident as the heroines.

Thegroup meetsin FellowshipHallat 7 pm, Monday, August 29.
Corinne Brownwill guide the conversationand provide refreshments.
Pleasejoinus.
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August/

Greeters
Ushers

Infant/toddler care
Sound coordinator
Cameraoperator
Worship leader
Lectionaryscriptures

Sermon
Communionsteward
Fellowship hosts

August 14

Greeter
Ushers

Infant/toddler care
Sound coordinator
Cameraoperator
Worship leader
Lectionaryscriptures

Sermon
Fellowshiphosts

Month of Sundays

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

Ronand CynthiaBechtle

Sally Cotter, Ginny Burr, David Moore,

Lyle Cubberly, Drew Dupre
LindaSymmes

Ally Gates

LisaSutherland

Mickey Brown

Genesis 37:1-4,12-28; Psalm 105;

Romans 10:5-15; Matthew 14:22-33

Pastor Craig Fitzsimmons
Dot Sprague
TheHale Family

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

BevBowen

Dennis Scaglione, Bob McLeod,
JohnPope, Gerald Cotter,
Alan Anderson
LindaSymmes

JonasThelin

Mickey Brown

BobHale

Genesis45:1-15; Psalm 133;
Romans11:1-2a,29-32;
Matthew 15:21-28

Pastor Craig Fitzsimmons
TheHale Family

What happened?

Rick Clare gave usthisitem of Higganum history:

“The Methodist Church of Haddam centre originated in the
“class” at Chapman’sferry, Shailerville, in 1815. The serviceshave
been many year discontinued, its last pastor, the Rev. Henry Burton,
being the grandfather of Connecticut’strue poet, Richard Burton. At
Haddam Neck, Ponsetand Higganum, the denomination hasbuildings
andiswell represented.”
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August 21

Greeter
Ushers

Infant/toddler care
Sound coordinator
Cameraoperator
Worship leader
Lectionaryscriptures

Sermon
Fellowshiphost

August 28

Greeters
Ushers

Infant/toddler care
Sound coordinator
Cameraoperator
Worship leader
Lectionaryscriptures

Sermon
Fellowshiphost

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

EllenHoyt

Rachel Benisvy, Haley Parent,
Jonas Thelin, Megan Lohutko
LindaSymmes

Alex Attanasio

Dan Attanasio

Deb Anderson

Exodus 1:8-2:10; Psalm 124;
Romans 12:1-8; Matthew 16:13-20
Pastor Craig Fitzsimmons
EllenHoyt

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Tommie Peterson, Jesse Ryan
Evelyn Scaglione, Sharon Minick,
Gay McPhee, EllenHoyt, LyndaLarson
LindaSymmes

LisaSutherland

Mickey Brown

JillHale

Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105;

Romans 12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28
Pastor Craig Fitzsimmons

Jackie Blomberg

Do you have a calling to communicate?

Since Don Shogren moved away, our church only has two
Lay Speakers. The districtwill be offering training this year and if
youthink you could be ateacher, visitor, preacher for the church,
please talk it over with Pastor Craig. We will let you know when
the course will be scheduled.

The Messenger
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Church reopening - 1949

Palm Sunday, April 10, will mark the reopening of the sanctuary
ofthe Clinton Methodist Church, after five months, duringwhichtime
extensive redecoration hastaken place. There will be bothamorning
andaneveningservice.

Themorningserviceat 11 will include dedication of memorial
gifts, baptism of infants and children, and reception of the 1949
Confirmation Class. Thesermonwill be by Bishop Lewis O. Hartman,
LLD, of Bostonand former editor of The Zion Herald, New England
Methodistweekly and oldest church publicationin America. Bishop
Hartman will confirmthe classand lay on hands inbaptism.

The presentation of the committee of eleven in charge of the
redecoration will be made by Evelyn T. Wright, chairman of the
committee— Willard E. Bushy, R. H. Dolliver, Emily Herrmann,
Charles B. Hull, Helen Hull, Seward Hull, R. L. Hutchinson, W. G.
Jones, Charles Schneiderand Bertram R. A. Smith.

Thechoir,under thedirection of Seward F. Hull, with Elizabeth
Whitman Walker as organist, will sing “The Palms” by Faure and
“Prepare Yethe Way of the Lord” by Garrett. Choral responses have
beenwritten by the director, Mr. Hull. Organ music by Mrs. Walker
will be “Open the Gates of the Temple” by Knapp, “Nazareth” by
Gounodand “O Fairest Church of Christ” by Hans Sachs. Palmswill
bedistributed at the close of the service.

Theeveningserviceat8will include two choral numbers by the
choir augmented by members of the choirs of other churches of
Clinton: “Unfold, Ye Portals!” by Gounod, from “The Redemption”
and“Fling Wide the Gates” by Stainer, from “The Crucifixion”. Organ
musicwillbethe Arioso “Dank Sei Dir, Herr”” by Handel, “The Palms”
by Faure, and “Finale” by Widor fromthe Fifth Organ Symphony.

Thesermonwill beby Rev. Dr. RobertH. Elliott, aresident of
Clintonand Specialistin Religious Education withthe Presbyterian
Board of Foreign Missions. The other clergymen of Clintonwill take
part in the service and members and friends of other churches are
especially invited.

Acknowledgments for giftsand servicesinclude:

Cotton velourfor kneeling cushions, Sidney Blumenthal & Co.

Railings for churchporch, Willard E. Bushy

Eightglobesand bottoms for brass lamps, First Church of Christ,

Congregational.

Vacuum, Mr.and Mrs. Reinhold Herrmann
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Clock, AlvinT. Lane & Lt. Bushy’s S.S. class of boys
Cross, candlesticks, vases and offering plates, Mr. and Mrs.
Harold Pearson, Mr.and Mrs. Warren A. Pearson, Charles
K.andElizabethJ. Pearson, Mr.and Mrs. George E. Setchel.
PulpitBible, Mr.and Mrs. Howard W. Roberts
Literature rack and bulletinboard, the Men’s Club
Pulpitand balcony pews, the former Westbrook Methodist Ch.
Carpet, Woman’s Society of Christian Service.
Theconsultingarchitectis Andrew F. Euston of New Havenand
work hasbeendone by Avery, Bruce & Co. (roof & interior staging),
Allied Home Service (tower repairs), Herbert Stannard (plastering),
Gustave Tresselt (electric lighting), Charles W. Haag (redecorating),
Clinton Furniture Company (carpet), E. Gordon Meigs (organ pipes
and tuning), Joseph Valvano (cabinet work), John E. Walker
(carpentry), R. M. Webster (stencilingand clock face) and Mr. and
Mrs. John Sheehan (carpet laying.)

The United Methodist Committee on Relief

In Apriland May, UMCOR made initial grantsto fourteenannual
conferencesto help them deal with spring stormsand flooding.

By June 7, UMCOR Hotline read, “Devastating spring floods
have sweptacross the United States from Alaska to Mississippi to
Vermont, causing damage to homes, crops and livestock. Major
floods have resulted from high waters inthe Mississippi River, Red
Riverand Lake Champlain. Flooding continues in the Midwest.

“In the thirteen years I’ve worked in United States disaster
response, there has never beenaseries of emergenciesaswidespread
aswhatwe’re seeing thisyear.” said the Rev. Tom Hazelwood.

When tornadoes struck Massachusetts on June 1, they hit
nineteen cities, left three dead and dozens injured. The Monson-
Glensdale UMC prepared more than 2,000 meals in the week after
thestorm. At Trinity UMC inneighboring Springfield, churchmembers
checked affected areas for those they could not reach by phone.

The May 22 tornadoinJoplin, Missouri was one of the deadliest
inU.S. history. Withwinds up to 200 mph, itinjured more than 900
peopleandkilled 153.

Between April 21 and 28, one super-storm left hundreds dead
in Alabama, Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia, Kentucky and Virginia.

UMCOR and Volunteer in Mission teamsare providing hope
until recovery iscomplete. What canyou do? See Page 14.

The Messenger 9



A letter from Bishop Park

July 20,2011
Dear Rev. Dr. Fitzsimmons and the Members of Clinton UMC,

Greetingsinthe nameof Jesus Christour Saviorand Redeemer, the
Prince of shalom, Healer of our brokenness, and Hope of the world!

Thank you so much for your recent gift of $120 for the Bishop’s
Partnersin Mission inresponsetothe push-up challenge. Asof June 30"
we have received nearly $50,000. | giveall praise and thanksto God for
thiswonderful response.

Itwasawonderful sighttobeholdallthe churchesandbannersinthe
processionon Saturday afternoonat Hofstrawitnessing tothe presence
of Jesus Christinourchurchesand ourmissiontolovetheworldinChrist’s
name! Indeed, itwasnodoubtthisexcitementthatenabled metodoeven
more push upsthan I had planned! Whatan unforgettable day! Tobe
very sure, we could not be what we are nor could we do what we are
doingwithoutyouand otherswhoare heartwarmed United Methodists
inmission. | thank you from the bottom of my heart for the privilege
of ministering side by side with you, my partnersinmission.

Because of the churches and people like you who believe in
mission, the Bishop’s Partners in Mission Fund will continue to
supportmissionsinourcommunitiesandintheworldthrough VVolunteers
inMission, Youth Ambassadors, local outreach programs for ministry
withthe poor, disaster reliefand rebuilding projects and many other
ways. Together we will continue to touch and transform livesin the
nameand love of Jesus Christ.

Onceagain, please accept my appreciation from the bottom of
my heart for your partnership in mission. As | write this letter, the
wordsthatcometomindare: “How canwe thank God enough for you
inreturnforall the joy we have inthe presence of our God because
ofyou?” (1 Thessalonians 3:9)

Itisindeed my joy and privilege to serve the Church of Jesus
Christwith partnersinmission like you. May God continuetorichly
blessand honor you and your ministry!

InChrist,
Jeremiah . Parke
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August Birthdays

Ashley Cotter 1
StevenClark 4
DonShogren 10
Gary Hawes 11

AustinRemetta 12
MakennaClark 13
PaulaMcPhee 13
Dorothy Sprague 14

Donald Merry 15
EmmaBoey 18
LisaBenisvy 20

RobertMcLeod, Jr. 21
Jeffrey McKinnon, Jr.22

LindaThelin 22
CynthiaHarding 24
Elaine Bascom 30

The church-owned Lively House - 18 Commerce St.

Thefloorsoftheliving 4

anddiningroom
are works of art!

The Almaawi Family movedin August 1!

14
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Youth 2011

Arrival at Purdue; waiting for advisors to register us.
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Be hope for storm survivors

Pray forthe survivorstorebuild livesand homesin the wake of
the storms.

Pray for pastors and local disaster responders, VVolunteers in
Mission and otherswhowill be on hand for the long-termrecovery.

Give to UMCOR Advance #3021326 - U.S. Spring Storms.
100% of your gift will assist with rebuilding, training conference
volunteersand long-termrecovery.

JoinaVolunteer in Mission teamto help rebuild.

Send cleaning bucketstoany of the depotsinthe UMCOR relief
supply network.

Subscribetothe UMCOR Hotline (new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/

newsroom/hotline). Offi isit
Ice visitor

While Evelyn Scaglione was working in the office, she had a
visitor returning from forty-two yearsago!

During 1967-69, Virginia and Cornell Read and their three
children, Mary, Cathy and Eddie, were active inthe church family.
They moved to lowa when Cathy was in the third grade. Cathy
Addisonisnow living in Connecticutand we hope she can visitthe
congregationagain.

Local singer/song writer to appear in Ivoryton

Carl Suiter of Clinton, will be performingat 7 pm, August 12 with
the band, Outof Thin Air atthe Ivoryton Congregational Church, 57
Main Street. A free will offering for the Church’s Music Fund will be
received.

Carl’sstyleissimilartothatof Jim Croce and Harry Chapinwith
acountry flavor. Music is his passion.

A Parable of membership

A coupletoldapastor that they wanted to join the church. But,
they explained, they didn’t want to worship every week, study the
Bible, visit the sick, witness to non-Christians, or serve on any
committees. The pastor commended them for their desireto joina
church, buttold them that the churchthey wanted was inanother part
oftown. They carefully took down the directionsand wentto look at
the otherbuilding. Therethey found the logical resultof their apathetic
attitude. Itwasanabandoned church, boarded up, ready for demolition.
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Where am 1?

I may be acomplete stranger to you,
but I would like to talk with you
because | can help you be a better Christian.
I like to go to worship on Sunday
and lamvery small
but I am the keystone of your church program.
Iamaweekly reminder of your daily blessings.
I dare you to be as good to God as God has been to you.
lamonly paper,
but I carry the full gift of agenerous heart.
Iamthe only thing you need to bring on Sunday,
and I promise not to be a burden.
lamyourturnto preach,
for lamasilentsermon of your devotion.
My guide for 2011 could be withthe Stewardship Committee
or loston your desk athome...
lamyour offering envelope. (author unknown)
Vera 3#“11%, /04 the gfewaw/ufz Commillee

Praying twice

Accordingtolegend, theearly Christiantheologian St. Augustine
of Hippo, said, “He who sings prays twice.” The Latin wording is
actually “He who sings well prays twice,” but more on that in a
moment.)

Singing,acommon elementofworship, isahandy way to help
childrenpray.

My six-year-old, who lovestosing, was surprised and delighted
when | told him a praise song he has just learned could also be his
bedtime prayer. He sings off-key, forgets some wordsand doesn’t
wanthelp from Mom; he justsings hislittle heart out.

Butwhat of older churchgoers who stay silent during hymns,
fearful thatthey don’tsingwell enough? Forget the Latintranslation!
Long before Augustine, apsalmistwrote, “Make ajoyful noise unto
the Lord, all ye lands!”” (Psalm 100:1; emphasisadded).

Why not pray twice today?

Heidi Mann
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to Laurie Belland family. Laurie visited her mother in Michigan
for several weeks. Her stepfather, David Burdett, died in July.

Think about a plan !

Or perhaps we can have lunch at the church on September
18...because the Clinton Fire Department will be hosting an
Annual Convention of Firemen and celebrating their 100th
anniversary beginning at noon.

A large parade on Main Street will cause its closing from Post
Office Square (Commerce & Main) east. We should be able to
exitviaLibrary Lane, butthe Congregational and Episcopal and
Orthodox Churcheswon’tbe as fortunate!

PET (Personal Energy Transportation) news

Dear Friends,

Thankyou foryour generous contributionof$104.00*toP.E.T.
New York-East Jewett, Inc. and your ongoing support.

Todate we have distributed PETs in Honduras, Afghanistan,
Borneo, Guinea, Togoand Haitiaswell assentPETstothe Global Aid
International Network in Pennsylvania.

Steve Canfield and I are planning our third trip to Benin in
October. The PETstobedistributed are currentlyonaU.S. Navy ship
courtesy of aprogram known as Operation Handshake. Inaddition
we continuetosendsmaller shipmentsof PETswhere they are needed.

Weare presently working onconvertinganold dairybarningood
conditioninto “new” P.E.T. quarters while still maintaining current
PET production levels. This will give us a large space where all
operationsare consolidated inone buildingaswell as better accessto
mainroads. We also hope to be able to recruitsome new volunteers
inthecommunity.

Onbehalfofthe PET recipients - past, presentand future - we
thank you for the difference your supportmakesingiving themthe Gift
of Mobility.

Your partner inmission,
Donald M. Mulh, Jr.
Director
*collected atthe Clinton Bike Festin May
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RiConn team visit

We had overnightguests July 15,16. Five college-age women
were bicycling from New Haven to Stonington—one portion of their
seven-week internship with New England Climate Summer. Thisis
thethird year forthe program, butthe firsttime to include Connecticut.
Sponsored by the New England Conference of the United Methodist
Church, the ride began in Bostonand has made educational stopsto
educate people to reduce our carbon footprintand greenhouse gases.

Sincethey were attempting to communicate with Pastor Craig,
whowasat Youth 2011, the Office Staff didn’thear of the trip until
the day before they arrived. They got here after aforty-milerideand
lots of flattires! We showed themwhere to park their bikes and gave
thematour ofthe church Friday afternoonandthey leftafter breakfast
Saturday. Theywere very impressed withthe cleanliness of our church
(thanks Carol and Dick) and fulfilled our only request - thatthey finish
offthe three partial cartons of ice cream inthe freezer.

Thewomen, Ellie, Julia, Tara, Louisaand Jackie, attend five
separate colleges. You can follow their trip at
newenglandclimatesummer. or climatesummer.wordpress.com
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Church family notes

Dear Ms. Bell,

My heartfelt thanks to you and the many parishioners of the
United Methodist Church who donated money for the Stop and Shop
giftcards. Yourchurchisalwayssogenerous. The gift cardswill be
usedto helpsomany needy families. For many yearsour programhas
enjoyedawonderful relationship withyour churchcommunity.

Thank you for your continued support of our program and
families.

Sincerely,
Catherine Murphy
Site Manager/Nutritionist
Middlesex Hospital WIC Program

I love you, United Methodist Church. Thank you all for
blessingsand loveand joy. lam happyto lightthe candlesinchurch.
Love,

Jedd

lamstill recovering from pneumoniaand asprained neck. Thank
youall foryour cardsand prayers.
Jude Houpert

July 29
Tomy Church Family,

Thank you for the getwell card and the many messages fromall
of you. I enjoyed reading all of them - it was cheerful forme and |
appreciate your thoughtfulness. | seemto be going from one situation
toanother buthope thatafter August thingswill improve so I may be
abletoreturntochurch.

Thankyou for caringand keeping in touch with me.

Loveand prayerstoall,

Marilin Johnion
Dear Church Family,

Thankyou forthe scholarshiptoward college! I really appreciate
itand itwill be puttoward good use.
I look forward to coming back to visit!
Sincerely,
Rachel Benisvy
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Trustee update

The trustee summer has been very busy either working on 18
Commerce Streetor directing contractors who worked there. Some
work remains inthe basementand afew things inside which will be
handled by Dick Bell, whoisthe church liaison with the Almaawis.

Abookletwith history and pictures of 18 Commerce Street has
been prepared and may be seen in the Church Office.

Pastor Craig has builtavideo closetinthe hall atthe top of the
ramp. It islocked, butarrangements may be made with the church
office if youwould like to use the equipment.

The location was formerly used by groups who meet here
weekly. Nowtheiritemsareall stored inthe hall or closet nextto the
office. The only items of the churchto be stored there are the sewing
machineand card tables.

Nowtrustee attention can be focused onthe Parsonage chimneys,
cellar, etc.

Our gratitude is due the Board. It is not easy to maintain
properties with buildings dated from 1845, 1855 and 1863.

St. Vincent de Paul, Middletown

Eachautumnour Mission Committee ralliescreative people,who
join with other Clinton churches to make Ugly Quilts for the St.
Vincentde Paul Community. Founded in 1980 asaministry of the
Diocese of Norwich by Sisters of Mercy Pat McKeon and Caroline
Beaudoin, itisaplace where peopleinneed canfindameal, groceries,
clothing, shelterandfinancial assistance.

The Amazing Grace Food Pantry on Stack Street distributes
groceriesto 800>< households each month—enoughto make more
than 200,000 meals ayear.

Community Assistance serves families facing economic
hardship and assists almost 400 households each year with rental
assistance, security deposits, utility and fuel bills, clothingand more.

The Soup Kitchen located on Main Street, provides breakfast
and lunch forupto 150 people

Supportive Housing, the fourth core ministry, manages
Liberty Commons, a40-unitapartment building next to the Soup
Kitchen. Italso provides subsidized apartments in the community
and gives the intensive support necessary to help the homeless
become successful inhousing
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Donand I would like
tothank our church family
for the many cards and
warmwishesuponthebirth
of our daughter. Natalie
Lenore Sutherland was
born on June 17th and
weighed 6 Ibs. 4 oz. and
was 19.75incheslong.

Everyoneisdoingwell.
Thisis a photo of her first
visitonaSunday morning.
She is hoping to make
another appearance soon.

Sincerely,

Come to church on Monday!

The Mission Committee will have aworkshop Monday, August
29,2011 from 10 amto 3pmto make outer covers (shells) forthe Ugly
Quiltsleeping bags assemblage in October.

Donations of mediumweight fabric are appreciated.

You are invited to join the workshop for measuring, pinning,
cuttingandsewing. Bring your sewing machine ifyouwish. Lunchwill
be provided.

Thankyou for your continued support of the church’s projects.

Carol Marbens
forthe Committee
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The United Statesisso large that justtraveling

700 mileswestbringsonetoawholenew lifestyle. Em}
Aplace wherethe churchesare small, their parking r
lots full, butindividual homesare suffering justas in the east g

with many farms abandoned and/or for sale. =

Most of the hay and clover fields have been mowed and the %
cornisinvarying heightsdepending on planting timeandwhether =
itis sweetor field corn. Onthe way to my family’s reunion we passed
through both Roy’s and my hometowns in Connecticut’s Western
Reserve on the north coast of Ohio.

Ourgrandsontook us in his car sowe could enjoy the scenery. He
wanted to see the Toledo Zoo and it was the firsttime we had beenthere
since 1955, when it was a stop on our brief honeymoon. That might
sound like an odd destination for ahoneymoon butwe were aboutto live
in Niagara Falls for four years. The Toledo Zoo is very large and we
managed to cover about % of it before it was time to head to the
campground in Somerset, Michigan.

It was hot so most of our time wa stayed in our air conditioned
lodge, playing games, working on two jigsaw puzzles and sharing our
lives since last we met. One young man is a chef in Wisconsin and
brought cases of regional soda; another was on a three-week break
from teaching in Japan and broughtraisin cookies and sweet desserts
fromthere. Ateenager broughtthe family logo shapedinRice Krispies.

Itwas the centennial year since the first Brichford Reunionand we
were each giventhe group photofrom 1911. The youngestchildinthe
picture was my uncle, who recently died at age 102. He was proud of
being the first college graduate (OSU) in the family and now nearly
everyone has beento or iscurrently in collegesall over the country.

Twelve states were represented but those from Alabama, North
Carolina, Utah and California did not make it this year. Somehow
through the years, Roy and I have come to think of Connecticutas our
home and it’s nice to be back where we belong. Sue

The Messenger est. 1953
Church office/Fax 860-669-8396
E-mail church@clintonumc.org
Web page www.clintonumc.org

Editor Sue Alexander
Staff Roy Alexander

Deadline for the September Issue
Sunday, August 28

The Messenger 23




